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THE 


FRENCH REVOLUTION 
FORESEEN IN 1639. 


HE following Extracts are taken 
from an Expoſition of the Reve- 
lation by Thomas Goodwin, D. D. He 
ſtudied at Cambridge in the beginning of 
the laſt century; and was afterwards Pre- 
ſident of Magdalen College, Oxford. His 
ſentiments, at this time, deſerve peculiar 
attention; as the events which have lately 
taken place in France, ſo exactly cor- 
reſpond with what he conceived to be 
the deſign of this part of the Prophetic 
writings. Some Remarks and Illuſtrations 
are ſubjoined to ſhew how ſignally, the 
late Revolution in that country agrees with 
Dr. Goodwin's views, and to corroborate 
this application of the Prophecy. Though 
A 3 many 
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many readers ſhould not concur with him 
in opinion, they will, at leaſt, allow, that 
his ſcheme has a conſiderable degree of 
probability. The writer of the Remarks 
will obtain his wiſh, if it lead thoſe, who 
are adepts in Biblical learning, to a more 
accurate inveſtigation of the Book of the 
Revelation, ſome of the moſt remarkable 
predictions of which appear to be drawing 
near to their accompliſhment. 


EXTRACTS, 


Rev. xi. 13. The ſame hour was there 
a great earthquake ; and the tenth part of 
the city fell; and in the earthquake there 
were flain of men ſeven thouſand : and the 
remnant were afjrighted, and gave glory to 
the God of Tjrael. 


1ſt. © By the tenth part of the city, I 


« underſtand (as Mr. Brightman before 
« me) ſome one tenth part of Europe, 


« which, as it all once belonged to the 
&« juriſdiction of Rome, (and is in this. 
&© book 
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book called Ten kingdoms) ſo now again 
upon the. Gentiles, or idolatrous Papiſts, 
their recovering the outward courts, ſhall 
now, at laſt, more or leſs, come under 
the juriſdiction of that city, but eſpe- 
cially, or at leaſt this tenth part of it 
here intended; where moſt faithful wit- - 
neſſes ſhall be found, and where moſt of 
them ſhall be triumphed over and ſlain, 
ſhall, during theſe three years and a half, 
become a part of the city again, and 
ſo is called a tenth part of the city: 
City being put here, (as it often is in 
this book) for the extent of the juriſdic- 
tion of the city of Rome, which had 
thoſe ten European kingdoms, by charter 
allotted unto it, Chap. xvii. unto which 
theſe kingdoms are a ſecond time to agree 
to give up their power ; in one of which 
ten, or in the tenth part of the whole, 
the witneſſes ſhall firſt begin to riſe; 
and therein ſhall this earthquake accom- 
pany their reſurrection. This tenth part 
of the city may perhaps be all one 
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with that ſtreet of the * mentioned 
Ver. . 


2d, © By the earthquake here, (which 
is faid to be a great one) is meant (as 
ſtill in this book it is) a great concuſ- 
ſion or ſhaking of States Politic or 
Ecclgſiaſtical; for of either, or both, it 
is uſed. Thus, under the ſixth ſeal, 
the great alteration wrought in the Ro- 
man empire, when it turned from hea- 


theniſm to chriſtianity, brought about 


by the power of Conſtantine, (with the 
depoſing thoſe heatheniſh emperors, cap- 
tains, &c. and altering the face of the 
empire's religion) is called an earth- 
quake, Chap. vi, ſo that the like 
mighty commotion, with an alteration 
of the face of things (either civil or 
eccleſiaſtic) ſhall fall out in a tenth 
part of the city, and ſhall accompany 
or uſher in this riſing of the witneſſes.” 


3d. * By and through this earthquake's 
«falling thus out in a tenth part of the 
«city, 


EE 


city, this tenth part of it is ſo ſhaken, 
that it falls; that is, it ceaſeth to be a 
part of the city, or to belong unto its 


juriſdiction any longer; or, which is 


all one, falls off, as we ſay, from being 
of the number of thoſe that give their 
power to the beaſt. —And as carthquakes 
are from inward motions in the bowels 
of the earth, ſo this here may ſeem to 
ariſe from within that kingdom itſelf.” 


4th. ©* The ect of this earthquake, and 
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fall of this tenth part of the city, 
is the killing ſeven thouſand of the 
NAMES of men; ſo it is in the ori- 
ginal. A phraſe, which as thus join- 
ing names and men together, is not ſo 
to be found in the whole Book of God. 
By theſe names of men, are certainly 
denoted out thoſe, (be it interpreted of 
whomſoever) that had been the Wit- 
neſſes enemies, and that had the great 
agency and hand in killing them, and 
in ſubjecting theſe nations to the power 
of the Beaſt. Mr. Mede conceives it 
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to be r afumu, names of men for 
men of names, according to the uſual 
phraſe of Scripture, riches of grace, for 
rich grace. Now by men of names in 
Scripture, is meant men of oFFICE, 
TITLE, and DIGNITY. So Numb. 
xvi. 2. Thoſe two hundred and fifty 
men, who were princes of the congre- 
gation, and in Corah's conſpiracy con- 
ſumed, are called men of name (ſo in 
the Hebrew) that is, men of Title and 
Dignity. Vou heard before, how the 
laſt fort of enemies unto theſe Witneſſes, 
under the fourth vial, were ſet forth 
unto us, by the type of thoſe very op- 
poſers of Moſes and Aaron, who were 
the two Witneſſes of the Lord (as was 
ſhewn in- the Expoſition of the fifth 
Verſe of this Chapter.) Now as there 
in Numbers, the ſpiritual puniſhment 
of many of them for their enmity againſt 
the Witneſſes, is noted out by the fire 
which there devoured them ; ſo here a 
civil puniſhment falls upon theſe, for 
having thus killed theſe Witneſſes; 

„ them- 
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themſelves are to be killed, (haply) by 
being bereft of their names and titles, 
which are to be rooted out, and con- 
demned to perpetual forgetfulneſs. This 
Mr. Mede carries to eccleſiaſtical dig- 
nities under the Papacy ; and for the 
number ſeven thouſand, it is an inde- 
finite number, and put for many, as the 
uſual manner of the Scripture is.” — 


© Now which of theſe ten kingdoms, 
or of the ten ſtates in Europe, and what 
tenth part thereof ſhall have this great 
privilege, as a bleſſed handſel to the 
reſt that follow, is not hard to con- 


« jecture, though it be raſhneſs peremp- 
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torily to determine: for God maketh 
new choice of nations and churches 
therein, beyond the line and reach of our 
conjectures; and his ways are paſt 
finding out; neither can the face of his 
former proceedings with any of the 
churches, give us any certain and in- 
fallible deſignment, which of them he 
will do moſt good unto. I will, there- 
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« fore, only caſt in ſuch conjectures, ab:? 


cc 


according to the face of the ſky in the 
churches of this preſent age, do ſeem to 
prognoſticate where, and in what parts, 
this Heaven, (which the Witneſſes ſhall 
aſcend up into) is like firſt to clear up 
in, from under theſe clouds, and from 
out of this hour of darkneſs to come 
upon the world.” 


« The faints and churches belonging to 
the kingdom of FRANCE, God hath 
made a wonder to me in all his pro- 
ceedings, firſt and laſt ; and there would 
ſeem ſome great and ſpecial honour re- 
ſerved for them yet at the laſt, For 
it is certain, that the firſt light of the 
Goſpel, by that firſt and ſecond An- 
gel's preaching, Chap. xiv. (which laid 
the foundation of Antichriſt's ruin) was 
out from among them ; namely, thoſe 
of Lyons, and other places in France. 
And they: bore and underwent the great 
heat of that morning of perſecution, 
which was as great, if not greater, than 

cc any 


1 
te any ſince. And beſides, the churches 
« of France have ever fince had as great 
« a ſhare in perſecutions, yea, greater than 
* any other churches. It may be hoped, 
* and looked for, that their Kings, in the 
c end, ſhould be of the number of thoſe 
„ Kings, who, as you have it Chap. xvii. 
i are to be brought on to hate the whore, 
& and fo burn her with fire. And ſo that 
& this voice here, which calls theſe Wit- 
« neſſes (who there have ever propheſied 
% in ſackcloth) up to Heaven, may proceed 
* from one of theſe Kings. And fo as 
* that kingdom had the firſt great ſtroke, 
« ſo now it ſhould have the honour to 


* have the laſt great ſtroke in the ruining 
« of Rome *.“ 


Goodwin's Warks, Vol. II. p. I73, 174, 
176. | 
ILLus- 


* In order to ſhew that Dr. T. Goodwin was not 
ſingular in his interpretation of this paſſage of Scrip- 
ture, I ſubjoin the ſentiments of two others, the one 
a French, the other a Scotch Divine. The firſt is 
Peter Jurieu, a French Proteſtant Miniſter at Rotter- 
dam, who in 1689 publiſhed a Treatiſe, entitled, 

« 'The 


L is Þ 


ILLUSTRATIONS AND REMARKS. 


This Diſcourſe of Dr. T. Goodwin's on 


the Revelation was written in 1639. At 
that 


4 The Accompliſhment of the Prophecies of Scrip- 
© ture,” He is evidently inferior to Dr. Goodwin in 
regard to a clear and judicious explanation of the text ; 
but he diſcovers great ingenuity, and. coincides en- 
tirely with the Doctor in opinion. Rev. xi. 13. 
« There ſhall be an earthquake,” i. e. a great com- 
© motion and trouble in the Antichriſtian kingdom.— 
© In this commotion © a tenth part of the city ſhall 
ct fall,” i. e. a tenth part of the Antichriſtian king- 
© dom ſhall be taken away from it. What is this part 
© of the city that ſhall fall? In my opinion, we cannot 
© doubt that it is France. -Perhaps Names of Men 
© (that are ſaid to be ſlain) are put for Men of Name, 
1. e. of raiſed and conſiderable quality, be it on ac- 
© count of riches, of dignity, and of learning. But 
J am more inclined to ſay that theſe words, Names 
© of Men, muſt be taken in their natural ſignification, 
© that nothing ſhall be deſtroyed but aames. See theſe 
things more fully in a Pamphlet entitled “ Remark- . 
« able Extracts from Peter Jurieu in his Accompliſh- 
& ment of Scripture Prophecies.” Sold by Darton 
and Co, Grace-church-ſtreet, 1790. Price One 
Shilling. 
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that time, France was under the dominion 
of Louis XIII. one of the moſt ſuperſtitious 
princes that ever kneeled before an image, 
In the year immediately preceding, he had 
made a ſolemn dedication of himſelf, his 
crown, his kingdom and his ſubjects to the 
Bleſſed Virgin. A repreſentation of that 
remarkable tranſaction, to remain as a mo- 
nument to the lateſt poſterity, was erected 

in 


Mr. Williſon, a Scotch Divine, in a volume of 
Sermons publiſhed by him in 1742, has the following 
remarkable words: * Before Antichrift's fall, one of 
ce the Ten Kingdoms which ſupported the beaſt ſhall 
« undergo a marvellous Revolution, REV. xi. 13. By 
« which tenth part, is to be underſtood one of the 
« Ten Kingdoms into which the great city Romiſh 
« Babylon was divided. This many take to be the 
« kingdom of France, it being the tenth and laſt of 
« the kingdoms as to the time of its riſe, and that 
« which gave Rome the denomination of the Beaſt 
« with Ten Horns, and alſo it being the only one of 
« the Ten that was never conquered fince its riſe, 
* However unlikely this and other propheſied events 
« may appear at the time, yet the mighty hand of the 
c only wiſe God can ſoon bring it about when leaſt 
« expected.“ 


WiLL1so0N's Works, 4to Edition, p. 527. 


[ 216 ] 

in the church of Notre Dame at Paris, and 
fill ſubſiſts. In addition to this mark of 
devotion to Rome, Richlieu, a Cardinal, 
was his Prime Miniſter and his maſter ; and 
when he died, Cardinal Mazarin had the 
management of public affairs put into his 
hands. How unlikely was it, that this 
kingdom ſhould break its union and inter- 
courſe with what they called the Holy See! 
There was not one circumſtance, that ren- 
dered it even probable. Nor was the abo- 
lition of titles, an event more likely to take 
place. The Nobility of France was a body 
powerful in number, wealth and influence ; 
perhaps I might fay, without danger of 
being charged with exaggeration, the moſt 
powerful of any in Europe ; and they held 
the people in a ſtate of the moſt abject vaſ- 
falage and contempt. Cardinal Richlieu 
had, before this æra of 1639, given the laſt 
blow to the liberties of the people, and re- 
duced them to a ſtate of utter inſignifi- 
cance ; and he had eſtabliſhed that ſyſtem 
of deſpotiſm, which with little variation 
continued to the glorious year of their late 

Regenc= 
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Regeneration. By the change which he 
introduced, the Nobles were aggrandized, 
their power was ſtrengthened, and their 
influence increaſed. I need ſcarcely add, 
that when Cardinals were Prime Miniſters, 
Eccleſiaſtical dignities and names of honour 
were not in danger of being loſt. And 
while Eccleſiaſtical Titles appeared in fo 
little danger, the abolition of Civil Titles 
was both exceedingly improbable in itſelf, 
and a thing unknown and unprecedented in 
the annals of the world. Theſe circum- 
ſtances, if duly conſidered, render the ap- 
plication of the Prophecy to France the 
more ſtriking and remarkable, 


But though the accompliſhment of the 
Prophecy appeared, at the Time of Dr. 
Goodwin's writing his Expoſition, moſt 
unlikely ; yet the application of it to France 
was not a matter of bare conjecture, but is 
ſupported by reaſons that are at leaſt highly 
probable. This will be evident by com- 
paring the Prediction with the French 
Hiſtory. 

B In 
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In the former part of this eleventh chap- 
ter of Revelation, the inſpired writer de- 
ſcribes the character of the two witneſles, 
their affliction, their death, their reſurrec- 
tion and aſcenſion to Heaven. The wit- 
neſſes are generally allowed to be men who 
ſtood up in ſupport of the truth, and con- 
tended for the purity of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion. In France a far greater number of 
fuch men has ariſen than in any other 
country under the dominion of Rome ; and 
they have no where been treated with 
greater ſeverity. France has a much longer 
liſt of Martyrs to ſhow, than any other 
nation in modern Europe. It is remark- 
able that Archbiſhop Uſher, whoſe cha- 
racter for ſagacity, judgment, learning and 
piety, ſtands deſervedly high in the ſcale of 
merit, ſhould deliver it as his opinion that 
the two Witneſſes were to be ſlain, not by 
the Pope, but by the Kings of France. 
With what propriety the charge is brought 
againſt the Monarchs of that country will 
appear, by ſetting before the reader a few 
traits of its hiſtory. The Waldenſes and 
Albigenſes, 


; 
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Albigenſes, who inhabited the Southern 
parts of France, did amidſt the darkneſs of 
Papal ſuperſtition maintain the Chriſtian 
religion in a conſiderable degree of purity, 
and bore teſtimony againſt the corruptions 
of the church of Rome. By the inſtiga- 
tion of the Clergy, the Kings of France 
ſet on foot a Cruſade againſt them, and the 
blood of above a million of them was ſhed: 
Who has not heard with horror and indig- 
nation of the maſſacre of St. Bartholomew, 
in which, according to the teſtimony of De 
Thou and Mezeray, both Catholics, near 
fifty thouſand Proteſtants were put to death 
at Paris? Not to mention the many thou- 
ſands who periſhed in the civil wars ; above 
a million of the reformed religion were, by 
the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes, 
driven from their country and their poſſeſ- 
fions; multitudes ſuffered death from the 
cruelty of the ſoldiers who were ſent to 
aſſiſt in their converſion, and others were 
condemned to the gallies for life. This is 
the laſt great perſecution which has ap- 
peared in the Chriſtian church. May not 
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this ſituation of the Proteſtants, thoſe wit- 
neſſes for the truth, be called a political 
death? So certain did Louis XIV. account 
their entire deſtruction, that he laid it 
down as a maxim, that there were no Pro- 
teſtants in France. That there might be 
none in future, he continued to exerciſe 
againſt them the greateſt acts of cruelty. 
Louis XV. that he might as it were have 
a ſhare in the infamy, confirmed all. the 
ſeverities of his predeceſſor, and iſſued an 
edict puniſhing Proteſtant miniſters with 
death, and the people with confiſcation of 
goods. In conſequence of this, when aſ- 
ſembled in the fields for the worſhip of 
God, they were frequently ſurprized by the 
ſoldiers; ſome were put to death, many 
were ſeverely fined, many were caſt into 
priſon, many were condemned to the gal- 
lies; and ſeveral of the reformed miniſters 
for preaching the Goſpel only, were martyrs 
for the truth, and ended their lives on a 
ſcaffold. In ſhort, if we except Henry IV. 
there is not a King of France from Louis 
XII. to Louis XVI. during a ſpace of 


more 
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more than 250 years, who has not ſhed the 
blood of Proteſtants, ſolely for the. cauſe of 
religion. And for one hundred years they 
were not allowed to have even a political 
exiſtence in the kingdom. With all thoſe 
things in view, may not the Kings of - 
France be juſtly charged with putting to 
death the witneſſes for the truth? No 
other country in Europe preſents a ſcene 
which is equally ſtriking, or to which the 
application of the Prophecy is equally ſuit- 
able. 


The order of events as repreſented by 
Dr. Goodwin deſerves our notice. He 
conſiders the earthquake as previous to the 
reſurrection of the witneſſes. The imagery, 
he ſays, is borrowed from the hiſtory of 
Chriſt, and his reſurrection from the dead. 
The earthquake mentioned by St. Mat- 
thew, chap. xxviii. 2, preceded the riſing 
of Jeſus from the grave, and was as it were 
preparatory to that event. It was imme- 
diately ſucceeded by the deſcent of the 
Angel to roll away the ſtone. Then Jeſus 
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aroſe ; and after forty days he aſcended into 
Heaven. In analogy to this, Dr. Good- 
win explains the Prophecy, and conſiders 
it as ſimilar in the order of events. The 
earthquake, or civil commotion and change, 
he thinks, will happen firſt. By means of 
this, the impediments of the reſurrection of 
the witneſſes will be removed; and the 
things which hinder it, like the guards 
and ſtone which were placed to prevent 
Chriſt from leaving the grave, will be 
taken away. Then the witneſſes will ariſe: 
perſecution will ceaſe: they will plainly 
and openly proclaim the truth in all its pu- 
rity: full liberty will be given them to 
propagate it in its utmoſt extent; and no 
human bar ſhall be laid in the way of their 
zeal. As Chriſt's reſurrection was ſuc- 
ceeded by his aſcenſion, the witneſſes are 
ſaid to aſcend to him into Heaven. This 
image in the prophetic language denotes 
the ſucceſs of their teſtimony, the favour- 
able reception of the Goſpel, the multitude 
of converts to their doctrine, and the ho- 

nour 
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nour and eſteem in which they ſhall be held 
for their work's ſake, i 


Let us now examine this interpretation 
of the Prophecy by the events which have 
lately taken place, and by the preſent ſtate 
of affairs in France. If a Divine, however 
eminent, were now to explain the predic- 
tion in the ſame way, we ſhould ſay, he 
is directed by the appearance of affairs, and 
accommodates the Prophecy to what he 
has ſeen come to paſs. But againſt the 
works of Dr. Goodwin, whoſe ſagacity in 
this matter is really aſtoniſhing, no ſuch 
objection can be brought. Till the day of 
liberty began to dawn in France, the ſtate 
of the Proteſtants was humiliating and ab- 
ject to the laſt degree. As the Revolution 
has advanced, their reproach has been. wiped 
away, and their ſituation has been rendered 
both pleaſing and comfortable. When the 
Repreſentatives of the people met, all 
France was ſhaken by their proceedings; 
and the National Aſſembly produced as 
great alterations in the political, as an earth- 
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quake does in the natural world. An entire 
change was made in the ſtate of every indi- 
vidual in that extenſive kingdom ; and in- 
ſtead of tyrants and ſlaves, who were before 
the only two claſſes in France, there was 
created a nation of freemen, with the moſt 
perfect ſyſtem of liberty which Europe or 
perhaps the world hath yet ſeen. As ſoon 
as the principles of liberty were felt, the 
cruelty and injuſtice of perſecution for con- 
ſcience fake inſtantly appeared clear as the 
light of day. They eſtabliſhed, as one of 
the fundamental parts of the new Conſtitu- 
tion, the rights of conſcience in matters of 
religion, and placed all the profeſſors of the 
reformed religion on an equal footing, in 
| regard to civil privileges, with the moſt 
favoured members of the community. So 
that now perſecution has ceaſed. The wit- 
neſſes are riſing from the ſtreet of the city, 
where their bodies lay unburied*, and they 

are 


* Is it not remarkable, that during the whole time 
of their political death, the Proteſtants in F rance were 
not allowed thoſe rites of ſepulture, to which all the 

faithful 


( 25 J 
are beginning to bear open teſtimony to 
the truth. They no longer propheſy in 
fackcloth, but are arrayed as other men. 
Such is the preſent ſtate of things in France. 
With reſpect to futurity we can only frame 
conjectures. I do not fear contradiction 
from rational and candid men, when I fay, 
the Proteſtant religion will gradually gain 
ground and prevail. Either a great multi- 
tude of the people will come out of the 


boſom of the Catholic Church, and bid 


adieu to its ſuperſtitions; or what is more 


likely, the Catholic Church will throw off 
the remaining rags of Popery, forſake the 
abſurd tenets and ſuperſtitious rules which 
have ſo long covered her with diſgrace, and 
return to primitive ſimplicity in doctrine, 
worſhip and morals, If truth have in- 
finite advantage over error; and perſecution, 
which prevented the ſpread of truth, be 
removed; may we not expect that its in- 

17 fluence 


faithful are ſuppoſed to have a claim; nor permitted 
to be interred in thoſe places, which are ſet apart as 
cemeteries for all the true profeſſors of the Chriſtian 
Religion ? 
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fluence will be extenſively felt, and that it 
will rapidly prevail? Yes! we have reaſon 
to hope that we ſhall ſoon ſee the time, 
when the witneſſes who are now riſing from 
the dead ſhall aſcend to Heaven in a cloud, 


when their teſtimony ſhall be joyfully re- 


ceived, and the pure religion of Chriſt ſhall 
generally prevail. The minds of the peo- 
ple are at preſent greatly agitated by an 
anxious concern about their civil rights; 
but when all things are ſettled to their wiſh, 
and they fit down in the enjoyment of the 
bleſſings of equal liberty, what is more 
likely than that they will turn their minds 
to the ſtudy of religion? Their cloſe and 
accurate reſearches into the nature of civil 
liberty and forms of government, and the 


full and open manner in which they have 


inveſtigated claims which were for ages ac- 
counted ſacred, have a natuial tendency to 
lead them to free enquiry in matters of re- 
ligion, and may be deſigned by Providence 
to prepare them for that important work. 
When free enquiry is once applied, the 


claims of Popery and Rome, unable to bear 
the 
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— 
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the teſt of ſtrict examination, muſt be re- 
jected; and the light of divine truth will 
irradiate their minds, and baniſh the dark- 
neſs of error, Beſides, as God has raiſed 
up in France many noble champions for 
civil liberty, whoſe names are infinitely 
more deſerving of praiſe than a Cæſar, an 
Edward III. or a Louis XIV. is it not 
highly probable that He may raiſe up cham- 
pions for the purity of religion, who ſhall 
be equally qualified for their office, and 
animated with equal zeal? And as Provi- 
dence has bleſſed the endeavours of theſe 
true patriots for obtaining and ſecuring the 
liberties of their country, far beyond the 
hopes of their warmeſt friends, and the 


fears of their bittereſt enemies; may we 


not entertain the pleaſing expectation, that 
God will crown the efforts of theſe witneſſes 
for the truth with his bleſſing and with 
ſucceſs ; ſo that the people of France may 
become as eminent for their zeal for the 
true religion, as they are now for their at- 
tachment to the intereſts, of civil liberty. 
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In endeavouring to explain the meaning 
of any prediction, we are naturally led to 
enquire into the importance of the event to 
which we apply it, and in which we fay it 
has a full accompliſhment. If a predic- 
tion be expreſſed in ſplendid language, and 
the writer employ very exalted forms of 
ſpeech ; we may reaſonably conclude that 
the event to which it refers is of conſider- 
able magnitude, and that the drapery of the 
prophecy will ſuit the perſon or event that 
is to wear it. By this rule we may juſtly 
ſuppoſe, that the prophecy now before us 
has ſome important event in view. But it 
is neceſſary to remark, that an event may 
be very great in its conſequences, duration 
and influence, which at firſt fight, and 
when viewed ſingly by itſelf, appears ſmall 
and unimportant. Some ſplendid predic- 
tions of the elder Prophets had their ac. 
compliſhment in the people of the Jews 
after their return from the Babyloniſh cap- 
tivity, when they were neither numerous 
nor powerful, nor of much note in the 
ſcale of empire. But from the nature of 

the 
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the thing foretold, from the conſequences 
of the event, and from the influence of the 
Jews or other nations, the predictions ac- 
quire a high degree of importance. This 
remark is applicable to. the preſent ſubject. 
Indeed were the matter to be regarded only 
in itſelf; an event which involves the hap- 
pineſs of near thirty millions of people, and 
their poſterity for many generations, muſt 
be allowed by every man cf humanity and 
goodneſs to be a thing of very conſiderable 


magnitude. 


A brief review of the things mentioned 
in the Prophecy, will ſerve to evince the 
importance of the event to which it is ap- 
plied. 


According to Dr. Goodwin's ſenſe of the 
prophecy, France was to be cut off from 
the dominion of Rome. How wonder- 
fully this has been brought about, we have 
{een ; and the oppoſition which the Pope 
has made to the new elected Biſhops, and 
the Civil conſtitution of the clergy, diſ- 
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covers great infatuation in the politics of 
the Conclave. Who would not have ſup- 
poſed, that his Holineſs would have yielded 
to the violent ſtream of public opinion in 
France, and have given good words and 
fair ſpeeches? But the prophecy was to 
be fulfilled, and the Pope muſt lend his 
helping hand. When we conſider this re- 
markable diſpenſation of Providence, many 
advantages which will naturally reſult from 
it, preſent themſelves to our thoughts. 
The Court of Rome is the very ſoul of 
Popery. It is the ſpirit, the active and 
powerful ſpirit, which, diffuſed through 
the different Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Con- 
ſtitutions of the countries ſubject to the 
Holy See, has given energy and life to the 
whole, and has animated and moved them 
as it pleaſed. By Rome have been ſown, in 
thoſe extenſive territories which acknowledge 
her dominion, thoſe ſeeds of ſuperſtition that 
have produced ſo plentiful a crop of abſurd 
opinions and ridiculous rites; which, tho 
they may have enriched the Clergy and the 
Pope, have ſo deformed the beauty of re- 
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ligion, that it can ſcarcely be known to be 
the lovely doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt ; have 
very conſiderably weakened its influence on 
the minds of men ; and have drawn multi- 
tudes (as is the caſe in France) into the 
dreary wilds of ſcepticiſm and infidelity. 
From Rome was ſent into every land the 
two-edged ſword of perſecution. Mo- 
narchs ignobly giving their power to the 
Beaſt, received it with joy as a boon from 
Heaven ; and with the ſtrong arm of their 
authority employed it to execute the decrees 
of the Pope, and to inforce every falſe doc- 
trine, every ſuperſtitious rite, every childiſh 
invention, every furious anathema, every 
perſecuting ſtatute which came from Rome. 


Thus did the Kings of France employ it; 


and their hiſtory is ſtained with a thouſand 
inſtances of this nature, and with the blood 
of millions ſhed by public authority from 
this cauſe alone, When fifty thouſand 
Proteſtants were murdered at Paris, Te 
Deum laudamus was ſung at Rome. By 
Rome too were forged thoſe chains of bon- 
dage, with which Monarchs endeavoured 

to 
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to keep their ſubjects in a ſtate of the moſt ab- 
ject ſlavery. Kings and Prieſts united their 
power and ſkill to perſuade the people to 
put them on, and ſubmit to wear them. 
That the refractory might be quieted and 
made tame, Rome ſent a divine right to 
Kings, and gave the power of Heaven and 
Hell to Prieſts, to diſpoſe of them as they 
pleaſed ; that being thus armed with every 
carnal and ghoſtly weapon, they might 
ride upon the high places of the earth, and 
bind the people in chains and the Commons 
in fetters of iron, and make them bow the 
neck and lick the duſt. By Rome was 
iſſued out the diabolical command, that the 
Sacred Scriptures, which God gave to be a 
guide to the ſoul, as the eyes are to the 
body, ſhould be locked up in the libraries 
of the Clergy, and that the people ſhould 
not be allowed to read them without their 
permiſſion. Hence aroſe groſs ignorance, 
and a thouſand vices in the hearts and lives 
of men. As France is now cut off from 
the dominion of Rome, theſe evils, it may 
be hoped, will ceaſe: and muſt it not be 

an 
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an iveſtimable- bleſſing to a country, that 
they Mould? Beſides, there is reaſon to? 
believe, that a ſpirit and conduct in direct 
oppoſition to theſe will gradually be im- 
bibed, and finally prevail If it be of im- 
portauce to a country to be freed: from fa- 


mine, -peftilence and war! who will ſay 


that it is not of conſequence to be delivered 
from that dteadiul yoke of Rome, whicty 
has proved more deſtructive to the happi- 
neſs of! mania than: all the others? 
ot Aha pa it 1 * id, is 
it to aboliſh Eccleſiaſtical Titles, that it 
ſhould be deemed worthy of a place in the 
prophetical writings ?. Althobgh titles be 
but names, they are to cloſely connected 
with certain things that it is almoſt impoſ- 
ſible to ſeparate them; and theſe things 
have ſo powerful an influence with tegard 
both tothe wel fatd of ſociety and theiifu- 
ture happiheſs of mak ind, that the abo- 
lition of the titles may juſtly be viewed as 
a matter of very conſiderable conſequence: 
When a man acquires a title, he conſiders 
"Ho a Certain 
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a certain degree of ſplendor as neceſſary for 
the ſupport of his dignity, and an appen- 
dage to his title that can by no means be 
diſpenſed with, and that it will bring diſ- 
honour on his ſtation, if he do not in every 
department of his family live in a ſtyle ſu- 
perior to what he did before. For theſe 
purpoſes ample finances muſt be found, and 
to find them the country muſt be burdened. 
Such are the ſentiments of men; and Ec- 
cleſiaſtical dignities have had ſuitable re- 
venues annexed to them; and in France, 
and many other countries that I could 
name, the burdens impoſed on the people 
in order to provide them have been exceed - 
ing heavy and galling. 


As it has been accounted proper for men 
adorned with Eccleſiaſtical titles to live in 
ſplendor, ſo likewiſe to loll in idleneſs. 
Nothing has been found ſo unfavourable to 
the labours of the Clergy, as high titles 
and great revenues. When George Whit- 
field firſt appeared, his frequent and fer- 
vent preaching, it is ſaid, gave ſuch of- 

fence 
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fence to the Reverend and Right Reverertd 
Fathers in God, that they applied to the 
King to ſtop his mouth. A waggiſh No- 
bleman obſerved, that the moſt effectual 
way that his Majeſty could take was to 
make him a Biſhop ; for he had remarked, 
that the elevation to that dignity had ſuch 
an effect on the Clergy, that they ſeldom 
or never afterwards preached at all. The 
Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, and ancient Biſhops, 
conſidered themſelves as called by their very 
office to greater degrees of exertion and of 
zeal, But theſe were primitive ideas. The 
matter is now widely different. It too 
often happens, that a Clergyman, as ſoon as 
he ſteps into the Epiſcopal ſtall, looks 
down on labour as a vulgar thing, fits 
gently reclining in his dignified eaſe, and 
perhaps does not preach as many ſermons 
as he has hundreds a year. That this was 
the caſe in France, who will deny? How 
far it is the caſe in England, let thoſe who 
are beſt acquainted with Archbiſhops, Bi- 
ſhops, Deans and Prebendaries ſay. 
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As exalted titles lead churchmen to 
neglect the duties of their office, it too often 
happens, that inſtead of the humble ſpigit 
of the ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt, they aſ- 
ſume the lordly deportment of which their 
titles remind them, The late King of 
Pruſſia, in an Eſſay on Forms of Govern- 
ment, ſpeaks thus of monarchs... “ Let 
« it be carefully remembered, that the pre- 
„ ſervation of the laws. was the ſole reaſon 
«© which induced men to allow of, and 
&« to elect a ſuperior ; becauſe. this is the 
* true origin of ſovereign, power. The 
„ magiſtraic, thus appointed, was the . 
% ſervant of the State, Polthum, Works of 
« Frederick II. Vol. v. Page 8,” If ſuch, 
according to the judgment of a King, is the 
ſtation of the ſupreme magiſtrate, how, much 
more ought the Clergy, of every title and 
degree, to demean themſelves as the miniſ- 
ters of Chriſt, and the ſervants of the com- 
munity. But alas! Inſtead of this, prieſtiy 
pride has grown into a proverb, and mitred | 
prelates, &c. have too often carried them- 
ſelves as s ſovereigus of their flocks, and 
lords 
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lords over God's heritage. The bad con- 
ſequences of this are obvious. The inferior 
Clergy follow their example: the intelligent 
Laity deſpiſe them all: the body of the 
people is neglected: they remain in igno- 
rance; and hence there is a want of good 
principles; hence too thoſe numerous vices 
in individuals, and thoſe crimes which are 
ſo pernicious to ſociety. Nor is this all. 
Their immortal fouls are left to periſh ; 
and being abandoned by their teachers to 
ignorance and vice, they fink into the mi- 


ſery of an eternal ſtate. 


Eccleſiaſtical titles have likewiſe proved 
hurtful to the intereſts of civil liberty. 
Does it not appear from the general con- 
duct of the dignified clergy, that they 
account it their great duty and buſineſs to 
throw all their influence into the ſcale of 
the Court, and to give weight and ſupport 
to the meaſures which it is pleaſed to adopt? 
In England, the Biſhops have probably as 
much patriotiſm as thoſe of any other 
country ; but has it not become a proverb, 
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that they furniſh always a truſty phalanx 
to the Miniſtry ; and that unleſs their more 
particular intereſts are attacked, or their 
family connections are placed in the Oppo- 
ſition, they conſtantly favour the deſigns 
of Adminiſtration, whatever they may be? 


From theſe conſiderations, it is evident, 
that the abolition of Eccleſiaſtical titles 
muſt be of great importance to the virtue, 
happineſs, and liberties of a country. In 
France they are aboliſhed. Cardinals, Pa- 
triarchs, mitred Lords, Abbots, Arch- 
deacons, Deans, Prebendaries, and all the 
dignified Spiritual tribe are gone to the 
family vault of all the Capulets, (peace to 
their manes I) and there remain only modeſt, 
ſober, primitive Biſhops, with much paſ- 
toral labour, and moderate appointments, 
and Pariſh Prieſts with abundant work, and 
ſalaries to place them above want, and be- 
low ambition. From this regulation, the 
happieſt conſequences are likely to reſult, 
Additional ſtrength is given to the liberties 
of the country ; the people will be more 

| | carefully 
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carefully inſtructed, and there is every 
reaſon to hope, will prove more virtuous 
Citizens, and better Chriſtians; and the 
character of the Clergy will be greatly im- 
proved. Thoſe men who flocked into the 
Church to gratify their ambition, and pro- 
mote their ſecular intereſts, while they 
cared no more for the Goſpel, than Judas 
did for Chriſt, will now flee away; and 
as they would account the daily labours of 
the paſtoral office an intolerable burden, 
and a moderate ſtipend to be abject poverty, 
they will bid the Church adieu, and direct 
their diſappointed hopes to another quarter. 
Inſtead of them, there will riſe up men 
of moderate expectations and pious diſpo- 
ſitions, who entering on the office of the 
Chriſtian Miniſtry with juſt views and pur- 
poſes, will lead good and exemplary lives, 
and diſcharge the duties of their function 
with honour to themſelves, and edification 
to their flock, 


We know it has been alledged, that 
titles and revenues give a dignity to religion, 
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and that without them her Miniſters will 
fall into contempt. But this is not founded 
on fact. The Clergy of England have great 
revenues, noble perſons, and high titles. 
But are they as a body eſteemed? We aver 
they are not. Was the Church of France 
eſteemed, with all her nobllity, wealth, 
and honours ? She was not: her downfall 
proves that ſhe was defpiſed or hated. It 
is character that gives eſtimation to 
Churchmen. The Clergy of Holland and 
of Scotland have no titles,” and but a mo- 
derate ſubſiſtance; perhaps there is not 
one in either country, Who receives a ſalary 
of three hundred pounds a year. But they 
are infinitely more eſteemed than the Clergy 
of cither England or France; and they 
have far greater influence with the people. 
The reaſon is, they are as a body, ac- 
counted men of greater virtue, and piety, 
and learning. Theſe give dignity to a 
Churchman. With theſe, though poor, 
he will be eſteemed and honoured ; with- 
6ut "theſe, though rich and titled, he will 
a oy GE and abhorred. When titles are 
deſtroyed ; 
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deſtroyed, the Clergy will ſeek after that 
dignity which ariſes from learning, piety, 
and virtue, and a faithful diſcharge of their 
duty; and when it is ſought in this way, 
it will certainly be found; and titles and 
revenues can give it no more additional 
dignity, than a laced coat, and a diamond 
button to the hat, could confer honour on 
Socrates or Plato. 


The abolition of civil titles of honour, 
is a meaſure which alſo appears likely to 
be productive of the moſt important con- 
ſequences. It is a thing entirely new ; but 
will be, fo far as we can judge, highly bene- 
ficial to ſociety, What particular benefit 
the community derived from the order of 
the nobles, which it will loſe by their anni- 
hilation, it is really difficult to ſay. That 
great numbers of them were a heavy burden 
on the backs of the people, and the ſloths 
and gluttons of their country, will be ob- 
vious to every one who reads the Livre 
Rouge, and the long liſt of Placemen and 
Penfioners. Whether they grow rich or 
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poor, the people ſuffer. When a noble. 
man grows rich, if it be not by gaming, it 
is too commonly by the ſpoils of his 
country. If a merchant or a manufacturer 
acquires a handſome fortune, he does in- 
jury to none. No man is the poorer for 
his wealth: on the contrary, while he was 
riſing into opulence, he gave bread to thou- 
fands, and was a bleſſing both to indi- 
viduals and to his country, But when a 
nobleman grows rich, it is by the immenſe 
revenues of public employments, by pro- 
fits in the army and navy, or by places 
and penſions created for his benefit: ſo that 
all he acquires is juſt ſo much ſubtracted 
from the property of the public ; and his 
wealth is collected in the ſame way, as 
a general does in war, by laying the ene- 
my's country under contribution, On the 
other hand, if nobles become poor, they 
muſt be ſupported; by the community; and 
the dignity which was acquired hundreds 
or ſcores of years ago, by the good or 
evil actions of anceſtors, who either did 
ſervice to their country, or aided the Prince 

againſt 
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againſt the people, muſt be kept up; and 
ſo places, uſeleſs places unattended with 
labour, muſt be created for them, or a pen- 
ſion muſt be given them from the public 
purſe. In ſhort, whether the nobility be- 
comes rich or poor, the country ſuffers, and 
pays the coſt. The abolition of nobility, 
therefore, is the removal of a heavy load 
from the ſhoulders of the people. 


Another injury which France ſuſtained 
from the order of the nobles is, that they, 
in a manner, monopolized the moſt im- 
portant offices of the State, whether they 
had talents or not. They were conſidered, 
and they too often conſidered themſelves, 
as born to command, and to fill the moſt 
exalted ſtations ; and therefore were at little 
pains to merit by their qualifications what 
they looked on as done to them, by right. 
Hence thoſe numerous miſtakes, blunders, 
and follies, which the blood of ten thou- 
ſands muſt be ſhed to atone, and which 
millions of money muſt be paid by the peo- 
ple to repair, Happy 1s that country where 

talents 
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talents and virtue are the only qualifications 
fol public offices. "But where there is a 
numerous and powerful Nobility, as was 
the caſe in France, the greateſt and beſt 
qualities in a Plebeian, or a Roturier as he 
was called, were of no avail, in oppoſition 
to ſounding titles, family intereſts, and 
Ariftocratical influence and pride. But 
_ aboliſh Nobility, and leave the road to the 
temple of honour equally open to all, and 
you render a ſervice t to ſociety greater than 
can be expreſſed. Emulation is produced 
in every man; great characters are formed 
in abundance, and the country enjoys the 
benefit of their talents and integrity. The 
conteſt then is not between Nobility and 
capacity, but between one able man and 
another. Talents and virtue, wherever 
they are found, raiſe the man to notice and 
fame; and idleneſs, weakneſs and vice, 
ſink their poſſeſſors, whether noble or ig- 
noble, to their proper level.“ The hiſtory 
of mankind, in the ſeaſon of civil commo- 
tions, ſhews us what the natural courſe of 
things would be. While every thing has 
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gone on ſmoothly and regularly, Nobles 
have reclined at their eaſe, i in the full Exer 
Ciſe of all the power, and the, full epjgyment 
'of all the fat things of the State; but! when 
convulſions ſhook them from their, height, 
and placed all on the ſame plain, great ta- 
lents in men before unnoticed have burſt 
forth to view, and with a few. exceptions, 
the infignificance of . the members, 95 the 
"Ariſtocracy has appeared. At the b egin- 
ning of the Civil wars of England, Nobles 
were at the head of the army on each ſide, 
and nothing deciſiye was done ; but, as ſoon 
as thoſe Nobles of Nature, who were, formed 
in the firſt campaigns, aſſumed the. command 
of, the Parliament's army, they beat the 
King and all the Lords of his, party quickly 
off. the field. Theſe heroes were .chietly 
Democrats, and many of them were called 
away by the war from mechanical employ- 
ments. But they had talents, and the 
Nobles of Royal inſtitution ſunk before 
them. To. adduce another inſtance— In 
the late American war, 4 people without 
one title among them beat all che Nobles 
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that England could fend out againſt them. 
Planters, Merchants; Shoemakers, Tay- 
lors, became Captains, Colonels and Ge- 
nerals, and withitood the attacks of the beſt 
diſciplined Britiſh troops, with Noblemen 
at their head. The reaſon is, they were 
men of talents; and as there was no wide 
and deep gulph of Ariſtocracy to prevent 
them from advancing to their proper place, 
and no dead weight hung on them, to keep 
them from riſing to their juſt level in the 
ſcale of ſociety, their talents raiſed them 
above thoſe who had none. As the ſupe- 
rior talents and capacities of men have thus 
ſhone forth in the ſeaſon of difficulty, when 
mere rank ſhrunk from the taſk of defend- 
ing the country, or if it made the attempt, 
diſcovered its incapacity, how much hap- 
pier would it be for ſociety, if in its peace- 
ful years there was equal acceſs to the moſt 
important offices for thoſe who were beſt 
qualified to fill them. What a pleafing 
proſpe& then is opened to the people of 
France! There is among them a beautiful 
equality. Virtue and talents alone raiſe men 


above their fellows, and exalt their poſſeſ- 
ſors 
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ſors to the higheſt offices of the State. 
And as they may hope to have every de- 
partment filled with abler men, ſo likewiſe 
to have all public buſineſs done at a ſmaller 
expence. A plain man without a title will 
think himſelf well paid with five hundred 
a year for doing that, for which a Marquis 
or a Duke would conſider five thouſand 
pounds as too ſmall a ſalary. So that if we 
add to the too common incapacity of the 
Nobles this farther conſideration, that 
when any of them have talents and applica- 
tion, they require a tenfold greater ſum as 
a reward for their labours than would fa- 
tisfy one of the people, we muſt be ſenſible 
of the bleſſing that France enjoys by the 


annihilation of the whole order. 


The abolition of titles has likewiſe a 
happy influence on the liberties of the coun- 
try. When there are two different claſſes 
in Society, one noble and the other ignoble, 
there is produced by this diſtinction a ſpirit 
of abject ſervility in the one, and haughti- 
neſs and arrogance in the other. Theſe 

have 
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have the, worſt effect, and; deſtroy that 
manly, ſpirit, which ſhould animate every 
member of the community. That mean, 
abject diſpoſition, Which makes a man look 
on himſelf as the duſt of the earth in com- 
pariſon of another, prepares the mind for 
the commiſſion of a thouſand vices, and 
crimes; whereas on the contrary, that digs 
nity of ſoul which teaches a man to reſpect 
himſelf, and to look on all the members of 
the community as equal in rights, prompts 
him to worthy actions, and makes him 
abhor vices and crimes as mean. as beneath 
him, and as. what would cover him with 
diſgrace. As to the balance that i is main- 
tained in ſociety by the order of Ariſtocrats, 
and the happy influence it, has on the pre- 
ſervation of liberty, he muſt be an Oedi- 
pus indeed who can perceive its utility. If 
we conſider the ſubject with the eye of 
reaſon, it will appear ſtrange that an order 
in ſociety, Which has peculiar diſtinctions 
and privileges at the expence of the reſt of 
the people, ſhould thereby be conſtituted 
guardians of the liberties of the commu 

nity ; 
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nity, and that while it is their intereſt to 
maintain a ſuperiority, they ſhould be pe- 
culiarly fitted for promoting equality. This 
is a paradox which we cannot bring down 


to the ſtandard of reaſon and ſenſe *. 
And 


* It has long been imagined, that the excellence of 
the Engliſh Conſtitution ariſes from the balance pro- 
duced by the three conſtituent parts. But is this 
an imagination, or a reality? It would ſeem extremely 
odd, if applied to other ſubjects. If a Company of 
Merchants, who had one common intereſt, were to be 
told, that the affairs of the Company would be far better 
managed, and their advantage more effeQually pro- 
moted, if they admitted two other Bodies who had dif- 
ferent or oppotte intereſts, each to have a vote equally 
with themſelves ; would it be eaſy to convince them of 
the wiſdom and propriety of ſuch a ſtep, and that it 
would conduce greatly to their benefit? Whence 
comes it, that this is ſo confidently believed in regard to 
Government ? Inſtead of oppoſite jarring wills, which 
proceed from oppoſite or jarring intereſts, pro- 
ducing a ſweet harmony and public good; would not 
the general will of the people, having one obje& in 
view, the benefit of the whole Community without 
diſtinction, and without exception, more effectually 
ſecure and promote this noble purpoſe ? 
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And if we examine the ſubject by the light 
of hiſtory, it may be more difficult than 
many imagine, to find inſtances, where the 
nobles promoted the advantage, and pre- 
ſerved the liberties of the people, when 
their own intereſts were nowiſe concerned. 


It 
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* Some have imagined, that Nobles are of great ſer- 
vice to ſociety, on account of the ſubordination which 
they preſerve, and of the ſuperior principles of honour 
which they poſſeſs. That they preſerve a ſubordina- 
tion in ſociery, I allow; but that every kind of ſubor- 
dination is a benefit, I deny. There is a rational ſub- 
ordination which ariſes from difference of talents, of 
wealth, of influence, of capacity to confer benefits : 
This is highly uſeful, and keeps every perſon in his 
proper place. But that ſubordination which ariſes 
from mere arbitrary diſtinctions alone, and not from 
intrinſic worth, not from wiſdom and goodneſs, is fo 
far from being of advantage, that it is a conſiderable 
blemiſh, and proves exceedingly injurious to the virtuc 
and happineſs of mankind. As to the ſuperior prin- 
ciples of honour, of which the nobility are in poſſeſſion, 
I deny that ſuch a thing exiſts : and I frankly profeſs it 
as my opinion, that on an average, there is as much 


'real honour among Ploughmen as among Peers, and 
that it is equally diſperſed among the different ranks in 
ſociety, The knavery of a lord, and the knavery of a 

pickpocket 
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It would be eaſy to produce examples, of 
the Ariſtecratic Body conſpiring with the 
King 


pickpocket or a footpad, are in principle the ſame, but 
different in their appearance and effects. The one filches 
the property of an individual; the other robs the com- 
munity, The one takes away his neighbour's goods, 
and exchanges them for money ; the other is entruſted 
with a Legiſlative power for the benefit of his country, 
and betrays the truſt for the ſake of a penſion or a 
place, Let thoſe who have high ideas of Ariftocratic 
honour conſult Sully's Memoirs, and they will find 
ſome Engliſh Nobles in James's Court, in the pay of 
Henry IV. of France. Let them read D'Avaux's 
Papers, and they will ſee the honour of ſome of the 
Peers in the Reign of Charles II. Let them peruſe 
Hamilton's Iliſtory of the Reign of Queen Anne, and 
they will perceive the nice honour of ſome of the moſt 
popular nobles of that time. That they may be con- 
vinced that true honour does not neceſſarily reſide in 
the higheſt rank, let them review the recent conduct of 
the King of France, who, after taking a ſolemn oath ta 
preſerve the new Conſtitution, after exprefling the ful- 
left approbation of it in every point, after directing his 
Ambatladors at every Court in Europe to announce his 
perfect ſatisfaction and happineſs in conſequence of the 
event, and after forbidding M. de Conde to trouble the 
peace of the country, ſet off in diſguiſe from his ca- 
pital, to flee into a foreign country ; that he might put 
himſelf at the head of the enemies of the Revolution, 
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King againſt the liberties of the people, 
and ſometimes againſt the King and the 
people too. 


But the importance of the Prophecy, 
as applied by Dr. Goodwin, will be in- 
conceivably heightened, if we conſider the 
influence which the example of France is 
likely to have on other nations. The 
Engliſh Conſtitution was long beheld with 
pleaſure by the enlightened of every other 
country in Europe. But it was viewed 
as an unattainable bleſſing; and they con- 
fidered themſelves as immutably chained 
in deſpotiſm. They now ſee their miſtake. 
France, always conſidered as the moſt at- 
tached to its Monarch and its Nobles, has 
thrown off the yoke, has claimed and aſ- 
ſerted its rights in the moſt manly way, 
and has erected a ſyſtem of liberty, which 


is the wonder of ſurrounding nations, and 
which 


wade through blood to his throne, and aboliſh that very 
Conſtitution, which he had folemnly ſworn by the 
pame of the Great God, to preſerve inviolate, 
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which has greatly improved on every form 
of Government that was before eſtabliſhed 
in the world. It is an enlightened age. 
The rights of men are better underſtood 
than they ever were at any former period. 
The people of every country read; they 
will ſee the proſperous ſtate of France in 
conſequence of the change of Government, 
and they will be deſirous to partake of 
the ſame felicity. And what the body of 
the people deſire, they muſt have; for 
who is there to oppoſe them? The general 
will is the law, and ſo it ought to be. 
Thus may we ſoon ſee all Europe imi- 
tating the example of France, Liberty erect- 
ing her throne in every land, Slavery ſkulk- 
ing away to the dens and caves of the 
earth, and Superſtition hiding her gloomy 
viſage from the eyes of man. From Eu- 
rope, the ſame ſpirit may viſit other quar- 
ters of the globe; and thus the event, 
predicted in the paſſage conſidered by Dr. 
Goodwin, may have in view the entire 
emancipation of the human race from bond- 

age, 
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age, and may ultimately terminate in a 
ſtate of greater ſocial felicity than the world 
has yet ſeen. This is ſurely a ſubject of gra- 
tulation to every humane and benevolent ſoul, 
Inſtead of ſtern tyranny ruling the nations 
with a rod of iron, lank ſlavery trembling 
before her in every part of the earth, 
and wars, dictated by ambition, deſolating 
the world, to fee manly freedom raiſing 
its trophies in every land, peace with the 
olive branch walking from country to 
country, and the people ſitting at their 
eaſe in the full enjoyment of every privi- 
ledge, what heart does not exult at the 
delightful view ! But this is not all. It 
appears from prophecy, that while by theſe 
events the tate of man, as a member of ſo- 
ciety, will be greatly improved, religion ſhall 
appear in her native beauty and ſimplicity, 
and have a more powertul influence over 
the hearts of men than ſhe has yet had; 
the happineſs of millions be hereby 
promoted in an infinite degree, and the 
Joyful 
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Joyful ſeaſon arrive, when all the king- 
doms of the world ſhall be the kingdoms 
of our Lord, and of his Chriſt, and he 


ſhall reign for ever and ever. 
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